Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

This impression seems to have grown out of
reference to bronze in the earliest chronicles;
but since it was more difficult to make bronze
than iron., the latter was probably used in var-
ious ways before it was discovered that copper
and tin could be combined to form a workable
metal.

So far as is known, iron was first used in
Western'Asia and soon afterward in Northern
Africa, although a few writers lean to the belief
that the Chinese deserve credit for this dis-
covery, as they do for a number of others made
early in the known history of the race. The
first reliable evidence of the employment of iron
in weapons and tools conies from that part of
the world in which man has left, through history
and tradition, the first record of his existence
and his activities, There is reason to believe
that the first iron devoted to useful purposes
was obtained from meteorites, and that the
first iron ore taken from the earth was mined in
Algeria, where ore deposits of unusual richness
are found at this day.

The art of working iron seems to have reached
very early in history a stage which would indi-
cate that its source must have depended on
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